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       77 Strong and Growing: Open to New and Different Ideas
             
   Afghanistan: A Road Map For Progress




     Seeking Global Security
         What should a comprehensive strategy for Afghanistan address? 
      Are the administration’s Afghanistan and NW border region strategies 


comprehensive enough to cultivate lasting peace?
 April 28th, 2009, 10:00am–11:30am, Rayburn House Office Building, Room 2237
                                                
   Program Agenda
10:00 - 10:05  
Welcome Remarks; Recognition of Members in Attendance; Introduction 


of Facilitator – Congressman Raúl M. Grijalva
10:05 - 10:15  
Opening Statements – Members of Congress

10:15 - 10:20  
Introduction of Panelists & Presentation of Framing Questions – 


Facilitator, Michael Shank (Communications Director, Rep. Honda)

Framing Questions
· What goals – political, economic, social, other – should be established for Afghanistan and Pakistan, and how do we determine ‘what is success’?  
· What physical and human infrastructure needs must be addressed to improve the country’s economy and foster countrywide and regional trading opportunities for lasting economic gains among all Afghans?

· Should creation of a business training strategy for traders, market managers, small businesspersons and targeting women in establishing economic and political leadership training agendas be a part of a comprehensive strategy?
· How do we foster greater inclusion and more significant roles for women in business, governance and as part of the educational system at all levels?
· What viable alternative options are available to transition farmers away from opium cultivation and into viable markets for alternative food crops? 

· What role should private contractors play in any of the above?  Are there best practices for private contractors and who should be measuring and monitoring these practices? 

· Should there be criteria applied to all strategies above so that tribal, cultural, contextual, environmental and social implications are considered?
10:20 - 10:30  
Alexander Thier is director of the Future of Afghanistan Project at the US 

Institute of Peace. He is also an attorney and served as a legal adviser to 


Afghanistan’s Constitutional and Judicial Reform Commissions in Kabul.


10:30 - 10:40 
 Dr. Reuben Brigety is the Director of the Sustainable Security Program at 




American Progress and previously served as a special assistant in the Bureau for 




Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance at the U.S. Agency for 




International Development. He is a Distinguished Midshipman Graduate of the U.S. 



Naval Academy.



10:40 - 10:50  Dr. Adil Najam is Director of the Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the 




Longer-Range Future and Professor of International Relations and Geography and 



the Environment at Boston University. He also and served as a Lead Author for the 



Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), work for which the IPCC was 



awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize, along with Al Gore.
.


10:50 - 11:10 
Participation and Remarks from Members of Congress


11:10 - 11:30 
Q&A Session from the Audience – Facilitator, Michael Shank
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Contact: 
Bill Goold at (202) 225-5161 or


Bill.Goold@mail.house.gov


