William R. Polk

William R. Polk studied at Harvard (BA 1951, PhD 1958) and Oxford (BA 1955, MA 1959).   At Harvard he helped establish the Middle Eastern Studies Center and taught history, government and Arabic literature.  In 1965 he was appointed a Member of the Policy Planning Council by President Kennedy.  In that capacity, he was in charge of planning American policy in most of the Islamic world, including Iran and also served as director of the interdepartmental task force that helped end the Algerian war, negotiated a ceasefire between Egypt and Israel and was a member of the Crisis Management Committee during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  

In 1965, he resigned from government service to become Professor of History at the University of Chicago.  There he also established the Center for Middle Eastern Studies and was a founding director of the American Middle Eastern Studies Association.  In 1967, he also became President of the Adlai Stevenson Institute of International Affairs.

Among his books on history, world affairs and the Middle East are: The United States and the Arab World  (Harvard 1965, 1969, 1975, 1980, 1991); Neighbors and Strangers: The Fundamentals of Foreign Affairs (University of Chicago Press, 1997); The Elusive Peace: The Middle East in the Twentieth Century (Croom Helm and St. Martins, 1979);  Polk’s Folly (Doubleday, 1999, 2000); Understanding Iraq (HarperCollins 2005, 2006); The Birth of America (HarperCollins, 2006);  Out of Iraq: A Practical Plan for Withdrawal Now (with former Senator George McGovern, Simon and Schuster, 2006) and Violent Politics: A History of Insurgency, Terrorism & Guerrilla War from the American Revolution to Iraq (HarperCollins, 2007, 2008). 

Mr. Polk has lectured at many universities and at the U.S. National War College, the U.S. Naval War College, the Council on Foreign Relations, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, the American Foreign Policy Association, and the Institute of World Economy and International Affairs of the Soviet Academy of Sciences as well as many civic groups and universities. 

Mr. Polk is the senior director of the W.P. Carey Foundation.  His website is www.williampolk.com.
***
HarperCollins gives this description of Polk's most recent book, Violent Politics: A History of Insurgency, Terrorism & Guerrilla War from the American Revolution to Iraq
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/9780061236198/Violent_Politics/index.aspx

In the current Middle East, insurgency tactics are used with frequency and increasing success. But guerrilla war-fare is not just the tool of modern-day terrorists. Its roots stretch back to our very own revolution. 

In Violent Politics, William Polk takes us on a concise, brilliant tour of insurgencies throughout history, starting with the American struggle for independence, when fighters had to battle against both the British and the loyalists, those colonists who sided with the monarchy. Instinctively, in a way they probably wouldn't have described as a coherent strategy, the rebel groups employed the tactics of insurgency. 

From there, Polk explores the role of insurgency in several other notable conflicts, including the Spanish guerrilla war against Napoleon, the Irish struggle for independence, the Algerian War of National Independence, and Vietnam. He eventually lands at the present day, where the lessons of this history are needed more than ever as Americans engage in ongoing campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq—and beyond.
