Congressional Progressive Caucus

Afghanistan: A Road Map For Progress

Seeking Global Security

Forum V
Pakistan foreign policy in the context of Afghanistan; Is US foreign policy in Pakistan building a more or less secure state?
Tuesday, May 5, 2009 

2:00pm – 3:30pm, Room 2237 of the Rayburn House Office Building
Overview of Topics for Forum V:

· How has America’s foreign policy in Pakistan, which historically has been primarily of military nature, helped or hindered the country’s ability to build a secure and stable society?

· What military, political, economic and social strategies are we pursuing in the FATA and NWFP?  How will each one of these strategies bring more security to FATA, NWFP and the region?

· How are Afghanistan and Pakistan interrelated, geopolitically and socio-culturally? How does instability in one country impact stability in the other?

· How does the history of tribal resistance impact the Taliban movement now in the tribal areas? 

· Are our predator strikes within Pakistan wise military policy or exasperating efforts to achieve lasting political solutions in the region?  Do these actions, intended to stabilize the region, actually feed further instability?

· How do Pakistani-Indian tensions play into any strategy?

Confirmed Speakers:

Ahmed Rashid has been called “Pakistan’s best and bravest reporter,” and is the 2001 recipient of the Nisar Asmani Award for Courage in Journalism from the Human Rights Society of Pakistan. He lives in Lahore and is the author of Descent into Chaos: The U.S. and the Disaster in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia (April 2009, Penguin).  

Ambassador Akbar-Ahmed is currently a Visiting Fellow at the Brookings Institution and the Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies at American University. He is also a former High Commissioner of Pakistan to Great Britain and the author of Journey into Islam: The Crisis of Globalization (Brookings Institution Press, 2007).
Azhar Hussain is the Vice President for Preventive Diplomacy at the International Center for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD).  Mr. Hussain heads ICRD’s Pakistan Madrasa Project, which encourages expansion of madrasa pedagogies and curriculums to include scientific and social disciplines, particularly those promoting religious tolerance, human (and women’s) rights, and conflict resolution/dialogue facilitation skills.  Mr. Hussain’s programs have trained over 2100 madrasa leaders to date. He has also pioneered initiatives to engage religious and political leaders in Afghanistan.  Mr. Hussain has been providing educational and intercultural consulting services for multi-national organizations for the past ten years with a successful history of training and development initiatives throughout the world, including in India, Pakistan, Britain, the US, and Mexico.

